
18th September 2017 Uttlesford District Council

UTTLESFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL LOCAL HIGHWAYS PANEL 
MINUTES – 18 SEPTEMBER 18:00

COUNCIL OFFICES LONDON ROAD

SAFFRON WALDEN

Chairman:

Panel Members:

Also Present:

Apologies:

Officers:

Councillor S Walsh

Councillor R Gooding (Essex County Council).
Councillors H Asker and J Freeman (Uttlesford District 
Council).
Councillor B Barnes (Town/Parish Representative).

Bob Ottaway and Tom White (Audley End Miniature Railway)

Councillors S Barker, A Mills, J Moran and G Sell  

S Church (Highway Liaison Manager), B Ferguson 
(Democratic Services Officer) and R Long (Highways Liaison 
Officer).

Item Owner
1. Welcome and Introductions:

Councillor Walsh welcomed everyone to the meeting.

2. Apologies and Declarations of Interest

Apologies were received from Councillors Barker, Mills, Moran and Sell. 

3. Minutes of meeting held on 4 July 2017:

The minutes of UDC Highways Panel meeting held on the 4 July 2017 
were approved as a correct record subject to the following amendment:

2. Minutes of the meeting held on 3 April 2017

‘4 July 2017’ to be replaced with ‘3 April 2017’.

Additionally the agenda issued for this meeting required the following 
change:

Panel Members – Councillor Ryles to be replaced with Councillor 
Freeman. 
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4. Matters Arising from the Minutes of 4th July:

The Highways Liaison Officer said she had followed up the enquiry 
regarding the development of a pedestrian safe zone on a bridge in 
Stebbing. The Structure team at Essex Highways were determining if the 
safe zone was viable and the conclusion would be reported back to this 
panel. 

5. Public Question Time

Tom White and Bob Ottaway attended the meeting on behalf of Audley 
End Miniature Railway, seeking guidance on reducing the speed limit from 
60mph to 30mph on Audley End Road. 

Members were informed that footfall had increased by 25% in the past 
three years at the Miniature Railway, with 40% of visitors travelling from 
over 45 minutes away. This had led to an over reliance on the use of the 
over-spill car park, located a few minutes’ walk from the attraction. 

The walk to and from the over-spill car park was hazardous, particularly 
when the majority of visitors to the Railway were families with young 
children. Mr White said access to the site would be improved if the speed 
limit was reduced to 30mph and asked for guidance from the Panel on how 
to achieve this.

The Highway Liaison Officer said a set of criteria would need to be met if a 
reduction of the speed limit was to be achieved. As such a request had 
failed previously, this could prove problematic. However, as there had 
been an increase in visitor numbers to the attraction, there could be 
grounds for looking at this again. Councillor Asker said the one-way 
system implemented on Wenden Road had also exacerbated the situation 
and was further grounds for reviewing the situation. Councillor Freeman 
agreed and said support should be given to the Miniature Railway as it was 
a valued local employer and tourist attraction. 

The Highway Liaison Manager said speed and volume surveys could be 
carried out on both Audley End Road and Wenden Road to quantify the 
changes that had taken place. Such evidence would be required if a 
reduction in speed limit was to be attained. 

Members agreed to conduct speed surveys on the aforementioned roads. 

The Highways Officer said the allocation process would begin again in 
January and confirmation on what could be done would be available then.

The Chairman thanked Mr White and Mr Ottaway for attending and said 
the Panel would do what they could to help them.

6. Approved Works Programme

The Highways Liaison Officer updated members on the approved Works 
Programme and highlighted the following schemes:

5. Duck Street, Little Easton – speed limit request 
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Councillor Freeman asked why the implementation of this speed limit 
request had cost £7,000. The Highway Liaison Officer said legal, 
advertising and traffic management costs were significant outlays and had 
contributed to the total spend. 

8. Sampford Road, Thaxted – new footway design

The design for the new footway along the Sampford Road between 
Bellrope Meadow and the new Knights’ development had been completed. 
Members were asked if they wanted to go ahead with the footway and to 
allocate £12,000 to begin development in April 2018. 

Members agreed to allocate funding for the footway.

12. Manuden Road / The Street, Manuden – kerbing and drainage 
design 

Members were told that the design had been changed due to the 
successful work carried out on the drainage system in the area. This had 
led to savings to the scheme. 

15. The Endway, Great Easton – Installation of new footway

The design for the footway would be completed before April 2018 and this 
would provide a more accurate estimated cost. Initially, the estimated cost 
of the installation was £130,000 but if this was exceeded Members would 
be asked to reaffirm their commitment to proceed. 

18. Castle Street j/w Museum Street, Saffron Walden – feasibility for 
junction realignment 

Councillor Asker asked if the scheme had already been completed as she 
had seen work being carried out on the junction and the road markings 
were much clearer. The Highway Liaison Officer said re-surfacing had 
been completed by the maintenance team but this was unrelated to the 
junction realignment scheme. The Chairman said it would be a good idea 
to monitor the situation to see if the resurface work and new markings 
deterred the public from incorrectly using the one-way system to gain 
access to the Doctor’s Surgery. 

31. Bridleway 36 Clavering – further surface improvements following 
on from works undertaken in 2014

The Highway Liaison Officer asked Members to prioritise the Approved 
Schemes for delivery in 2018/19. The Highway team recommended 
‘Bridleway 36 Clavering’ as a priority. 

Members agreed to include this scheme for delivery in 2018/19. 

7 Potential Schemes List

The Highways Liaison Officer presented her report on Potential Schemes 
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2018/19. She told Members to submit scheme requests for 2018/19 before 
the end of October to ensure the necessary assessments could take place. 

27. North Hall Bridge, Quendon – advanced height restriction signage

In response to a question from Councillor Gooding, the Highways Liaison 
Officer said she would need the original document to hand to clarify the 
exact location of the bridge. She would report back her findings at the next 
meeting.   

The report was noted.

8. Highway Rangers

The Highways Liaison Officer presented her report on the Rangers work 
for the months of April through to July. Much work had been completed, 
including all vegetation trimming, but the Rangers were behind schedule 
on painting work. 

Councillor Asker asked if the vegetation obscuring signage on Catons 
Lane was the responsibility of the Rangers. The Highways Liaison Officer 
explained that the Rangers work was reactive and she should submit a list 
of desired works to the Rangers; if any of the jobs listed were in their remit, 
they would schedule such tasks into their work programme. 

The Chairman said there was a good spread of jobs completed across the 
district and congratulated the Rangers on their hard work.

9. Section 106 Schemes (For information)

The report was noted. 

10. Any other business

In response to a question from Councillor Asker, the Highways Liaison 
Manager said she should contact the North Essex Parking Partnership for 
information relating to a parking review in Catons Lane. 

The Highway Liaison Officer added that she was available to assist new 
members of the Panel and that they should contact her if this was required

8. Date of next meeting:

The date of the next meeting is 15th January 2018, 18:00.

The meeting closed at 19:00
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